Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
1985

Press Releases

8-27-1985

08/27/1985 - EIU Announced 3000,000 For
Make Room For Art
University Marketing and Communications

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1985
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "08/27/1985 - EIU Announced 3000,000 For Make Room For Art" (1985). 1985. 656.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1985/656

This is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1985 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

August 27, 1985
L/A/M

I'lL

HARRY READ. Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University today announced a $300,000
"Make Room For Art" fund campaign to construct two "no frills" buildings to
house studios for graduate students and faculty.
"Make Room For Art" is the first capital improvement project of Eastern's
Tenth Decade Campaign aimed at raising $5,000,000 in five years.
James Roberts, of Fairbury, National Chairman of the Tenth Decade Campaign,
said "the ar:t project is absolutely necessary and it has my total support."
For the past 14 years, two University-owned houses at the intersection
of Ninth and Johnson have been used for studios.

In announcing the year-long

campaign, President Stanley Rives said:
"These houses were purchased in 1971 with the intent of razing them
to make way for new construction.

Out of necessity, however, they have been

used as studios for both faculty and students.
"On a cost effective basis, they were never worth rehabilitation and
maintenance.

They are now in an extreme state of deterioration and are entirely

unsuitable. "
Chuck Ross, Director of Development, said the campaign schedule calls
for selection of a committee and chair, naming sub-committees whose members
will have specific responsibilities and schedules, followed by reaching the
goal and construction.
Although final construction plans have not been made, each structure
will contain 10 studios on one level, according to James Johnson, Art Department
Chairman.

Johnson also said a site selection has not been made from among three
-more-
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or four possible locations.
Preliminary construction plans call for each studio to be skylighted,
according to Johnson.
University officials said attempts to find alternative space on campus
have been unsuccessful and that "renting adequate space off-campus is economically
impossible.

II

Most of the students entering the Master's program intend to become
art teachers or professional exhibiting artists and for that reason, Johnson
said, they need to increase studio skills.
liThe condition of these old houses makes that impossible," said Johnson.
In an evaluation report of the program, Dr. Milton Sullivan, Assistant
Chair, Art Department, Southern Illinois University, lauded the soundness of
the program with the exception of facilities.
Sullivan said:
liThe graduate/faculty studio houses presents a serious problem. They
should be replaced with other suitable space as soon as possible,
construction as recommended by the (Eastern's) Department.
to be the better option.

or with new

The latter seems

The importance of private research space for creative

development and production in the visual arts cannot be overemphasized."
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